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5 | was written on the diſſolving. 
of one Parliament, at a time when another 
is fitting; but to remove this ſeeming Solle- 
ciſin, be pleaſed to remember that there are 
no Reflexions more uſeful than thoſe which ſet 
the Paſt and Preſent in one View before our 
Eyes, that by comparing the Actions of both, 
we may know how to give our juſt Applauſe, 
and pay thoſe Gentlemen, by whom the People 
of England have now the Honour to be repre- 
ſented, that Gratitude which is their Due. 


You have here a curſory Review of mo 
F the remarkable Tranſattions of the laſt 


— 


fo 


15; 
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10 be doubted but the Memory of them would 
be eternized, if the ſucceeding Sheets had ne- 
ver been wrote; however, the Remarks con 
Truained in them, may be of. Service to thiſe 
ul baue not Time or Opportunity to peruſe” 
Larger Treatiſes, and methinks tis pity that 
any Briton ſhould remain in Ignorance of 
1: | what ſo nearly concerns his neareſt and his 
! | deareſt Intereſts 7 If | therefore any. one of 
| © them is the wiſer or the better for this Edi 
. tion, which is corrected and reviſed with the 
* utmoſt Care, it will anfwer the Ends, and 
recompence the Pains of,  ' © 


: Your humble Servant, 
The EDITOR. 


OCCASIONAL 
REMARKS, Oc. 


n E Parliament © at laſt 1 1 
ſolved, That Political Body ä 


has made it's Revolution, and 


our Court- Aſtronomers, who 


wen have been long calculating the 
Apel of Boroughs, are now more than 
ordinarily buſy in verifying their Predictions 
of a New One, which is to be Saturnine in 
1 Progreffion like the former, and take a 
Period of ſeven Years to finiſh: it's Courſe. 
Tis now, the Emiſſaries of Corruption are 
ſent, like deſtroying Angels, to all the Cor- 
ners of the Kingdom, ſeeking whom they 
may pervert. This is that important Con- 
juncture, which reſolves the Commonalty 
of Great Britain into their Collective Body, 
and gives them an Opportunity, either to 
n ſuch of their Repreſentatives, as 
1275 B have, 
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ſtanding in neec 


\ 


tal 


| have, a their Deputation, ſteadily ad- 
hered to their Intereſts, and ſhewed on 


every Occaſion the warmeſt Zeal in their : 
Service, by placing freſh Confidence in them ; 


or to teſtify their Reſentment to others, who 
have, on the contrary, undeniably carried 


on ſeparate Intereſts, by rejecting their Offers 


of future pretended Services. 


The People of England, in their preſent 


Situation, are like Travellers wanting a 


faithful and =o Guide, or like a Veſſel 


of a fcillfal Pilot; but the 
Queſtion is, will they have the good For- 


tune to chuſe ſuch faithful, ſuch expert 
Guides, ſuch ferllful Pilots for their future” 
Repreſentatives ? I will not preſume to re- 
| 98 this Query; but I will venture to fay, 
that no Elector can either act with Con- 
ſiſtency, make a prudent Choice, or have 


the Profperity.of his Country really at heart, 
unleſs he takes a ſerious View of the Old 


Parliament, and equally weighs the Merit 


of thoſe Laws, which have: been enacted 


during the Term of it's; Exiſtence; and the 


Excellency of thoſe Bills, which have not 


paſſed into a Law, before he gives his Suf?- 
trage. It cannot be denied, but ſuch an 
| — into the paſt Conduct of Repreſen- 


tatives N every Diſſolution of Parlia- | 


| ment, nay into that of every Member re- 


elected after it is choſen, would bis well 
worthy of a we and. free: People, and, 1 


8 


„ 1 . : 5 
am ed, the moſt. effectual | 

Aa e dere of ones | 
cency on x Doings 8 B 
I queſtion not but ſome able Pen will | 
oblige the World with a-compleat Hiſtory 
of the laft lte ee which may ſerve as 
à proper Retrofj or my Coun men; 
be goa d ing: Cod — app 

in due Time, I have given you in the ſub- 


ſequent Sheets ſome occaſional Remarks on 


. certain Proceedings of the laſt Sion of the 
laſt Parliament, which I imagine afford 
Matter, not undeſerving the Attention of 
every true Engliſhman. And = 
- 1ﬆ, On the Reaſonableneſs, or Unrea- 
| ſonableneſs of a Motion made in the laſt 
Seſſion, that his Majeſty would be graci- 
_ ouſly pleaſed to give Directions, that the 
Letters and Iuſtructions ſent to his Maje- 


ſty's Miniſters at the Courts of France and 


Spain, relating to the Execution of the 

Treaty of Seville; and others, ſent to Mr 
Moodiward, his Majeſty s Miniſter in Poland, 
in the Year 1. 29, be laid before the Houſe ; 
and alſo that he would be further pleaſed to 
communicate his good Offices in thoſe Tranſ- 

actions, which have been declared to be the 


principal Cauſes and Motives of the War, 


which is now begun, and carried on with 
ſo much Vigour by the united Powers of 
; 1 _ and Sardima, with what 

ES Appli- 


043 | 
Appli ication had been made to him by the 
ſeveral Parties now engaged in the War, 
founded upon T Treaties, or other Engage- 0 
ments. 
2dly, On the e of the Druggiſts, 
14 Genes, China-men, and others 1 in 
r 
- . 3dly, On the Motion Fa preventing Ot. 
ficers not above the Rank of Colonels of Re- 
giments of ſuch Land-Forces as ſhould at 
any time be allowed by Authority of Par- 


liament, from being deprived of their Com- 


. miſſions, otherwiſe than by Judgment of a 
Court-Martial to be held for that purpoſe, or - 
by Addreſs of either Houſe of Parliament. 
Athly, On the Motion made, that an 
| ce Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Di- 
rections, that there be laid before this Houſe 


the Proceedings which have been had for 
and in the proſecuting Sir Archibald Grant, 


Baronet, one of the late Committee for ma- 
naging the Affairs of the Charitable Corpo- 
ration; William Burroughs, Eſq; one other 
of the faid late Committee ; William Squire, 
one of the late Aſſiſtants for managing the 
Affairs of the faid Corporation; George 


Robinſon, Eſq; late circulating Caſhire of the 


ſaid Corporation; Richard Woolley and T. 
mas Warren Brokers and Aſſiſtants to Jobn 
| Thomſon, late Warehouſe-keeper to the faid 


| Corporation, for che indirect and fraudulent 
5 1 8 Practices 


Practices committed by them, in relation to 


the Affairs of the faid Corporation, pur 


ſuant to an Addreſs of the Houſe of Com- 
mons to his Majeſty in the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, and his N 8 moſt gracious 
Anſwer thereto. | 
_- _$thly, On the Bill to dmenit and render 
more effectual an Act made in the ninth 
- Year of the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen 
Anne, entituled, An Act for Securing the 
Freedom 0 "Su Parliaments, by further qualifying 
be Members to fit in the Houſe of Commons. 
-  6thly, On the Bill for Securing the Free- 
dom of Parliaments, by limiting the Num- 
ber of Officers for fitting in . n = 
Commons. 
And concerning che firſt. 
It was univerſally agreed, at the opening 
of the laſt Seſſion, that the then Poſture of 
Affairs in Europe was equally critical and 
difficult. Both King and Parliament ſeemed 
ſenſible of it, nay in a kind of Perplexity as 
to what Part England was to act in the 


Commotions. His Majeſty in his moſt gra- 


cious Speech from the Throne; recom- 

mended it in the ſtrongeſt Terms to their 
moſt mature Deliberations ; the Parliament 

on the other hand ſeemed to confeſs, that the 

unhappy Conjuncture demanded the utmoſt 
Stretch of human Wiſdom to determine 
with Honour and Oy: 


| Such 


PS 
FRY an * Diffidence from the Ora- 
cles of the Nation was alarming, in propor- 
tion to the high Opinion every one con- 
ceives of their great Wiſdom, and ſeemed 
to imply a Neceſſity for a more than ordi- 
| nary Deliberation. We have ſince ſeen after 
-what manner the great Council of the King- 
dom thought proper to proceed in this 
weighty Affair: Some, in that auguſt Aſſem- | 
bly, not conceiving themſelves ſufficiently 
15 prepared for giving the mature Judgment 
required, without taking firſt ſome previous 
Steps, as the Baſis of their Counſel; with- 
out taking a cloſer View of every Bien = 
Nance, that related to the preſent Diſtur- 
bances, and enquiring into the probable 
Conſequences of them, ſo far at leaſt as they 
concerned the Welfare of England, made, 
for the thorough Information of their Judg- 


ment, the Motion in Queſtion; while 


others were fan guine a_ h to ſuppoſe 
themſelves equal to the Taſk on the 7 — | 
Propoſal of the Debate. The one was not 
flexible enough to pay an implicit Belief, or 
judge at random ; the other t ought nothing 
further wanting to proceed on ſo important 


2 a Conſideration, than a mere abſtract Par- 


liamentary Wiſdom, without the leaſt Aids, 
and even affected to wonder at the Unrea- 
ſonableneſs of ſuch Oppoſition. | 
Difference in Opinion will unavoidably 
ariſe in mixed Aſſemblies; but above all, in 


2 thoſe - 


— 
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thoſe where private Views | fandatouſly 
take place of public Good. We have the 


Misfortune (tor what honeſt Man can call 


it otherwiſe !) to live in Days of ſuch rant 
Dependency, that it is almoſt a Crime to 
mention public Spirit, or with for an Una- 
nimity. But in order to ſet this Contrariety 
of Principles in as clear a Light as poſſible, 
and avoid Perplexity, let us ſuppoſe a Cour- 
Hier and a Country Gentleman reafoni Kad 
on the Premiſes, in order, as 5 
in the following Manne. 
Country Gent. Surely, Sir, vo cannot 
but own the Parkament has given notable 
Diſpatch to the Public Buſineſs this Seſ- 
fion ? 
Courtier. Pretty well — ucn- Fü 


any 'tis aretz e 8 tis proro. 


ee Gent. Vou would rather 87 you 
are ſorry it is diſſolved, for 1 dare engage 
that's your Meaning, Sir. 

Courtier. "Tis no very great Matter 
hich was meant, ſince it is ſaid, by very 


Judges, dat woe are already prerty fure | 
Sf ho Election. 


Cybuntry Gent. F thoſe very g Fudges, 


ou ſpeak of, have the ſame Sagacity at 
ak as they have . cell ng 
Noſes, I ſhall not wonder at it; but me- 
thinks it ſnould fire every Elector with ho- 
a to — infas. 
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neſs of the Juncture ſeemed to require: 


\ 


[ 8 1 
mouſly calculated ; to be ſuppoſed bh of: 


being bought, by thoſe, who now begin 


barefaced to plead a Right to ell him again 


at an exhorbitant Intereſt; for certain I 
am, their late Services. do not entitle them 


to much Favour from their Conſtituents— 


: Witneſs ſome Froceedings even in the laſt 
Seien. 


Courtier. Prejudice and Defamation- to | 


the laſt Degree! For Heaven-ſake]! what 
one thing was there done, but what was 


| * agrecable to the Intereſt of Eng- - 


Country Geri, But = you think, Sir, : ; 


there was nothing left Undone, which was 


not as much, or more ſo? For inſtance ; 


Did we weigh our Situation with all the 


Wiſdom and Circumſpection the Critical- 


Courtier. O! I comprehend you, Sir; 
and think it was highly imprudent in the 


Parliament to expe&?, and as unreaſonable to 
require, a pm je Pugh of the Letters, 
iſtructions, good Offices, Applications, &c. 
| alluded to; and that a Demand. of that 

Nature betrayed a great Diſſidence in his 
| Majeſty, and no leſs a Want of Reſpec for 
the Sacred Character. 


Country Gent. As how a Want of Re- 
ſpect, wire: * 
Courtier, Yes, Sir, a Want of Reſpect— 


Did. not his Majeſty expreſs himſelf in 


theſe 


151 


cheſs plain Words ? . It is at all Times o 
< be. wiſhed, that the Buſineſs of Parlias 
ment might be carried on free fror 


Heats and Animoſities* and with that 
< Temper, ehre becomes the Juſtice 
« and Wiſdom of the Nation: At this 


is. ag 


te time, it is more particularly to be deſired 


„ chat this Seflion may not be protracted 


« by unneceſſary Delays, c. Was it there- 


fore kind to his Majeſty, ot contributing to 
the Welfare of Great Britain, fo immedi- 
ately to raiſe Difficultiesand Clamours with- 


out the leaſt Neceflity ; without a leaſt : 


Foundation? 4 
Country Gent. How; Sir, within Four: 
dation? I hope you will grant that his Ma- 
jeſty's:moſt gracious ITO" is WEN on 
Reaſon * 
Comrier,” It is allowed by all en 
— w be as Speoch a as well penn'd, and po- 


25 ory ef 


Country Gint Then, Sir, 1 think it it 5 : 


not be very difficult to prove, that the Ex- 
pectation of Parliament, touching thoſe 
Points, was neither imprudent nor -#hreas 
fonable, but founded on that very Speech, 


and conſequently founded: on- Prudence ad 


Reaſon. Was not his Majeſty pleaſed to 
aſſure us, in one Part of his moſt gracious 


Speech, That he had had no Part, except 
- © eee, in thoſe Tranfactions 


60 which | 


as _ Was delivered from 


| . 1 10 * 
% which have been declared to be the prin- 
* cipal Cauſes and Motives of the War, 
v hich is now begun, and carried on againfl 
the Emperor, with ſo much Vigour, by 
by the united Powers of France Spain, 
t and Sardinia? Did he not, in another 
Place, emphatically recommend to Parlia- 
ment, Not to determine 7200 haſtily upon 
. ſo critical and important a Conjuncture, 
but to conſider thoroughly what the Ho- 
e nour and Dignity of his Crown and King- 

< doms, the true Intereſt of his People, and 

«  the- Engagements we are under to the ſeve- 
© ral Powers we are in Alliance with, may 
in Jquſtice and Prudence require of us? 
Was not his Majeſty himſelf pleaſed to exka- 
mine Facts? And did he not further urge 
the Circumſpection of Parliament, where he 
is pleaſed to ſay, It muſt therefore be 
< thought moſt ae and prudent, thoroughly 
Leto weigh. and conſider all Circumſtances 
before we come to a Anal. Deter mina- 
. 

Did not theſe 9 Royal Precau- 
tions therefore ſufficiently juſtify the Motion 
in Queſtion ?.. And do they not prove it 
founded on Prudence and Rea nd. If his 
Majeſty has had no Part in ele Tranſac- 
tions Which have been declared to be the 
principal Cauſes and Motives of the War, 
except by his good Offices, as he is pleaſed to 
: . us, where was as * 


fri 3 
pectation to be acquainted with this 
Nature of thoſe good Offices his Majeſty has 
been pleaſed to employ ? How could the 
Parliament poſſibly correſpond with his 
Majeſty's prudent Caution of thru con- 
ſidering what the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown and Kingdom; the true I ntereſt | 
of the People, and the Engagements we are 
under to the ſeveral Powers in alliance 
with us, may in Prudence and Fuſtice rr 
quire from us? How were they able rh 
roughly to weigh and confider all Circum= 
es, unleſs they were made acquainted 
with all what ' paſſed at France and Spain 


(with reſpect to England) on the Execution 


of the Treaty of Seville, and likewiſe in 

Poland in the Year 1729 (with reſpect to 
the Election of King Staniſlaus) being thoſe 
Tranſactions which are ſaid to be the prin. 
cipal Cauſes and Motives of the War? Would 
not a proper Explanation of theſe, probably | 


enable us to know the Nature of thoſe Wh 


gagement we are ſaid to be under, to the 
ſeveral Powers in Alliance with us, and 
what they may in Juſtice and Prudence re- 
quire from us. In ſhort, are the Words all. 
Circumſtances without a Meaning? Or are 
they to be underſtood in à limited Senſe, 
confined to the Circumſtances of the M 5 | 
For my part, I cannot ſee how you can re- 
concile, with any Conſiſtency, the not de- 
TIER bah upon ſo critical and im- 
C2 * 


EE” has DE. 
#4 fortan a Conjuncture, but nn 


1 ing and confidering "all Circumſtances, to 


ſwallowing Facts implicitly, and giving Ad- 
vice in a crude, undigeſted Manner. 
Dourtier. Giye me Leave to ay, Sir, that 
you. greatly miſtake. his Majeſty ;- Tis the 
Hiebe FE olly to imagine he could mean by 
all Circumſtances a Communication of the 


; | Letters, and Inſtructions, Se. which you 


mention; for had he thought them it and 
neceſſary for Inſbection, he would certainly 
| have offered them valuntarily; therefore we 
may conclude, that the Parliament ought 
| Tk to be acquainted with ve et 
*.: Country Gent. The Parlament, Sir, bas, 
hope will ever have, a Right, at all 
times, to know every Thing; .elpecially in 
What relates to the Intereſt, and Security of 
the Nation, as I think the preſent Queſtion 
plainly, docs, Whenever this Privilege is 
Ng „ Without the cleareſt; the jultd, - 
Grounds, the Negative is liable to Suſpicion. 
ſome. other View than the Good" af joke Eug⸗ 
land. Indeed it may not be expedient, or 
prudent, for the Parliament to exert this 
Right on all Occaſions: But ſurely the pre- 
+: nn critical Conjuncture, where the Public 
Halety is at ſtake, Where. his Majeſty's good 
Offiees, have been ineffectual! and his Royal 
Inzentions defeated, loudly demanded the 
Ferrit . 5 hade to ſhex the Wiſdom: 


War Ort of 


- 


1 
df them, an expoſe the Ingratitade of 
thoſe who were deaf to it. 
Let us ſuppoſe. a: friendly \Gantlemans in 
common Life, had — his good Oſ- 
fices for bringing two neighbauring Fami- 
lies, juſt on the point of a Ruptute, to a 
—. Underſtanding with each other, but 
finding them at laſt ineffectual, be R | 
courſe to ſome of his Friends for Aſſiſtance 
in this nice Dumſungmee, pray would not 
theſe Gentlemen expect, with Reaſon, to 
to be informed of Steps had been al- 
akon in the Affair, chat they might not 
| on old, — —„— and if 


not gratified, but he purſued his own'Way . 


of thinking, would they not be apt to call 
it Self- ſufficiency, and his Requeſt- a kind 
of Inſult upon their ——— Cer= 
tainly— To give his Majeſty! Advice be- 
coming the Wiſdom of Parliament, ſuch 
an Information was eſſential; otherwiſe you 
may as well tell me, that a Man can ſee far- 
ther in a foggy Day, than when the Sun 
ſhines, un-obſcured, 5 — in all it's Splen- 
dor Therefore, if alf Cürcunſtances were 


not meant, nothing was meant; and the R.- 


Lal of me, ya a Neceſſity l 

(Courtier. Your Compariſon, Sir, does 

by no means hold Soo There's a wide 

_ Difference between public and private Af. 

ae wude vod will alen che Death a of 
1 Cauſe b War? 


Country | 


5 T 1 1 . 
2.» Country Gent. An accidental Cause 
grant: His Death ſet fire to the Train, = 
the Combuſtibles were laid long before But 
this is going from the Point. I doubt not 
but that will be fully proved at a more pro- 
per Seaſon; when the fruitful Crops of 
Treaties of late Years ſhall come upon the 
Carpet; when they ſhall be found to be like 
Nuts, the worſe — being plentiful; when it 
ſhall diſcover the anſtable, ſhifting Meaſures, 
of a certain Perſon. at the — Gait 
Courtiet. But why, pray Sir, is that 
certain Perfon,” you ſeem to hint at, to be 
accountable for the Ambition and Conduct 
of foreign Courts? If they, to gratify their 
particular Views, diſturb the Franquillity 
of Europe, preſently the Engliſh Miniſtry 
mulſt be in Fault; tis they muſt be the 
Cauſe, and bear the Reproach of all, as if 
the Engliſo Miniſtry had the power to do 
all ! tis for this your parallel Hiſtory, and 
ironical Panegyric are dreſsd up! tis for 
this they are made Angels, that they may 
appear the greater Devils ! Tis for this they 
are called a ſhiſting Miniſtry ! a blunder- 
ing Miniſtry |: a corrupt Miniſtry ! and com- 
plimented with I know not what modiſh 
Epithets; but if Gentlemen, who have 
= Honour to ſerve the un are to be 
treated in this Cavalier manner; both within; 
and without Doors, there will be no ſuch 
__ as carrying on the Public _— | 
Wi 


1.16 8 
with Honour and Credit. Calling of 
Names, I muſt tell you, Sir, is. not the 


Language of Parliament, and whatever in- 


decent Liberties that Gentleman's Enemies 

may take, he is ever careful to remember 

both his high Station, and the: Digaity of 
of the Place he is in. 

But why all this Outrage Why don 
they ſpeak out? Has he not over and over 
publickly deſir d they wou'd? Is he not 
ready to have his Actions canvaſsd in the 
ſtricteſt manner, and laid oped. to the whole 
World? Let me tell you, Sir, he ſcorns 

to ſteal Praiſe. Truth will — at laſt, 
when Bis Innocence will ſtand confeſt, to 
the utter Confuſion of all his Oppoſers— 
Yet all this will not fatisfy their Prejudice; 
Whatever he is, whatever he en alls 
e he mult be abus d 1 
Cauntry Gent. Why really, Sir, i wou 4 
even puzzle the Por Laureat to find an 
Epithet, that is ſuitable for the Gentleman; 
but if you don't like a /hift;ng, term it, if 
you will a wheeling Miniſtry, | they haye 
wheeld, I think, to every Point of the 
Compaſs. For my part, I cannot help cal- 


ling Things by their proper Names, © 
black, black; white, white ; fo when I ſee 


2 Man do one thing to Day, another to 
Morrow, a different the next, I am apt to 
call him a wavering, fickle Man, on whom 
there is no Dependancs, and who id 


16 1 


Find it ediicule to 1 the World into 
2 Belief of his Wiſdom. If the Miniſtry 
had defir'd we ſhould have entertain'd a bet- 


ter Opinion of their Intellects, why did 


they not, when an Opportuni ity offered; 
confound their Enemies, by ſubmitting 
their Meaſures to the Conſideration of Par- 
Huament. If they are really as prudent, diſ- 
intereſted, and good as is pretended, wou'd 


not the Miniſter have promoted an En- 
quiry, which muſt have ended ſo much to 
his Advantage and Glory? We may reaſon- 


ably ſuſpect therefore, ſince he did not, 


that all his Hecious Offers of expoſing bis 


political Conduct to the ſevereſt Scrutiny, 


are mere Bluſter, and ſo many mean Arti- 


fices to amuſe and baffle the Enquiry he 


would ſeem ſo much prepared for. If he 


has had it in his Power to ſtrike his Ene- 


mies dumb at once, and declined it, what 
can the World infer from that Backward- 
neſs, but a tacit Confeſſion, to give it no 


worſe Name, of previous weak Meaſures ? 
Will not this rather ſerve to increaſ, than 
i en the Number of his Enemies? Wilt 


good People of England be any 


A n ed b et, Pitney 


Or would any thinking Man ſuffer himſelf 
to be impoſed upon by an itinerant Retailer 


Of Drugs, and ineffectual Plaiſters, who en- 


deavours, by plauſible Speeches, to conceal 
his Packery, and Enaviſb Cunning? © 


Fd 


; 
| tel 
- Upon the whole, Is not this affected 
Offer of an Enquiry a mere Feff? a down- 

right Banter on the Britiſb Parliament? — 
*Tis as if a Man, accug'd of having ſtollen 
Goods, ſhou'd hector, and ſay, Search my 
Houſe, and welcome ! but takes care, at the 
ſame time, to keep all the Avenues well 
| guarded, Had he therefore been hearty, - 

and join d Iſue in the preſent Queſtion, 
ak hard Names, and Irony, would have 
vaniſh'd upon the Appearance of Minerva 
in the Enquiry; and then indeed he wou'd . 
have had no aaa to ſteal Praiſe. EY 
Courtier. You either cannot, Sir, or 
— will not ſe the Reaſonableneſs of Fu 
Raten 8 

- Country Gent. Indeed, I cannot. 

Courtier. Then 1 will open your Eyes, 


> Sir — Don't you ſee plainly, that he choſe 


rather to ſuffer in his Reputation, for a 
While, than conſent to a Propoſal, that in 
it's Conſequences  wou'd have prov'd. fatal 
to his Country, which is the firſt; and in- 
deed ſole Concern of Patriotiſm? _ | 
Country Gent. Where, pray, wou'd r | 
been the fatal Conſequence to England? — 
A little more of your Political Eyed, ater, 
if you pleaſe, 
Courtier. What Sir l 6 the different 
Lan guage We have been oblig'd to ſpeak, at 
' the 85 ifferent Courts of Europe, had been 
made made public, wou 'd it not, 1 
D o 


„ 
cf contributing towards reconciling the 
preſent Broils, rather have increas d them? 
Cuzuntry Gent. Pm ſorry to hear, Sir, 
that our Offices of Mediation, and other 
Meaſures, are of ſuch a Nature, that the 
Knowledge of them would inflame the 
Quarrels of Europe ſtill more than they. 
are. This different Language, therefore, 

I'm afraid, is different from what it ſhou'd 
have been, and to me diſcovers an Inſtabu- 
Aty, unbecoming Politicians; and of which, 
perhaps, ſome are now heartily aſnham d. 

Courtier. And for my part, Sir, I think 
it rather ſhews Wiſdom; for what might 
be very proper to ſay to one Power, might 
be highly improper to ſay to another; and 
as our Intereſts and Views are not the fame 
at all Courts, our Expreſſions of Courſe 

muſt be diverfify'd, and ſuited to our re- 

' ſpective Deſigns. For inſtance, wou d any 
Man, imploy' d to accommodate Differences 
among any Set of People have the Folly to 
tell what he ſhou'd think proper to fay to 
each? — No, ſurely — Ifhe'did, he wou'd 
never ſucceed, or deſerve to be entruſted 

Country Gent. I grant, Sir, with Re- 
ſpect to our Tranſactions with the Powers 
on the Continent, it may be wiſe and po- 
ltc to vary our Language, provided we are 
not too laviſh of Promiſes and Conceſſi- 
ons, and it is done with a view of gain- 


ws 


ing any 3 Point 3" but with Res 
gard to your latter Suppoſition, I cannot, 
by any means, allow it bears the leaſt mark 
of Wiſdom; for really, Sir, were I, an Ar- 
bitrator of Differences, I ſhau'd: juſt ſay 
te ſame thing to ane Party, that I ſhou d 

ſay to the other, via. point out to each the 
ä All Conſequences of a tedious and vexatious | 


_ Law-Swit,' and not fatter: and bribe the 4 


Parties with vain Promiſes of This nor 
That, | Honeſty is the beft Policy in this 
Caſe; for if you deal ſincerely, pr knows 
ledge of your Language will have the great- 
er Weight: If not, you run great hazard 
of — 'S them all on your back, when 
they come. to confer Notes with one 
another, and will be defervedly branded 
with. the odious and ridiculous Name 
of Buß- Body. Or, ſuppoſ 
make a Bargain for a Friend, in my Opini- 
on, I ſhould n 
if by a ſlouenly Compact, he ſhou'd be 
afterwards oblig d to pay ten times more 
for the Purchaſe than it was worth. 

Courtier. But as nothing, Sir, has, 28 
et, 8 to the pre cudice of Eng land, 
but on the contrary, King of Spain 
| ſpeaks of our Mediation in the G ndfomedt 


I were to 


manner in his Manifeſto, for God's fake! 


how cou'd the Gentlemen in the Oppoſi- 
tion doubt it, and in fo doing protract the 
| Seſſion by unneceſar) Tones ? I am cer- 
x "T2 . am 


e 


4} T7 
tain, if my Houſe were on Fire, I ſhou'd 
not take har Servant for my Friend, who, 

inſtead of endeavouring to extinguiſh it, 

ſhou'd officiouſly employ himſelf in look- 
ing for the Perſon that did it. — No — let 


* 


Aus firſt put it our I ſhou'd ſay, and then it 


will be time enough to look for the Perſon 
%ù NE nn ß E91 
Country Gent. I am not at all ſurpriz d 
at the Commendation you mention; there 
are Powers that dread our Oppoſition, and 
Court our Aſſiſtance; that wait to ſee what 
Mlieaſures we ſhall take; twill be time 
enough then to make Cavils on the Autho- 
rity of certain good Offices, and I am mi- 
ſtaken if they do not, whatever Part we 
ſhall think fit to act. As to the compari- 
ſon of your Houſe being on Fire, that is 
no way applicable in the preſent Caſe: 
thank God, England is not yet in a Flame, 
and perhaps wou d not have been fo, had 
not our Repreſentatives been refus'd what in 
| Reaſon, Juſtice, and the preſent Exigency 


of Affairs, ſeem'd to give them a Right to 


Expect. 5 Vf. 
Courtier. But, Sir — ſurely you do not 
conſider, that had his M——y been in- 


clin'd to lay before the Houſe thoſe Letters, 


Inſtructions, &c. you hint at, it would 
infallibly have deſtroy'd our Credit in any 
future Negotiation with foreign Powers, 


5 Country 


(211 
Country Gent. I dare engage, Sir, the 
Politica Commerce we have with our 
Neighbours would not have fared a bit the 
' worſe for it. Tis a fallacious Pretence, | 
and may be urged with equal Strength of 
| Reaſon to ſkreen the Meaſures of a future 


weak Miniſter, by which he ſhall have in- 2 


volved his Country. Certainly we might 
have diſcloſed Things relating to ourſelves, 
without offending any Power on Earth, 
_ eſpecially as the Negotiation was paſt. I 
am ſure, our wiſe Neighbours the Dutch 
would not be complaiſant enough to facri- 
fice the real Welfare of the Common-wealtn 
thro Dread of any Power whatever. In 
ſhort, it is plainly to be perceived that the 
whole Reaſoning of your ns was groun- 
ded on an Apprehenſion of diſpleaſing Peo- 
ple Abroad, or, (what is more 2 Peo- 
ple at Home; but ſhould we have been de- 
terred by ſuch a chimerical Objection from 
forming a right Judgment of what was our 
true Intereſt ? Should we have ſtudied more 
the Humour of others than the Welfare of 
ourſelves ? Would thoſe Powers, of whom. 
we were ſo tender, have been 0 generous 
to us? or was the Safety of any particular 
Perſon fit to be ſet in competition with the 
Good of England? Should we not rather have 


| ſhewn, that the Safety and Welfare of the 


Nation is the firſt Conſideration in all our 


prone Proceedings, and to > which every 
other 


— 


T #2} 

| other muſt give _——_ Will not a Neglect 
of it rather draw the Inſults of foreign 
Powers upon us? or could they reaſona- 


bly have been diſpleaſed at our taking ſuch 
Meaſures as we judged moſt conducive to 
the Common gt J have no Notion of 
this Fear of diſobliging. Tokens of Puſil- 
animity were never of ſervice either to Per- 
ſons or States; therefore, in my Opinion, 
every thing ought to have been laid open, 
that we might have been able to form a 
Judgment adequate to the Danger of the 
Conjuncture, and conformable to the Mean- 
ing and Senſe of his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
Speech, where he is pleaſed to caution the 
Parliament, thoroughly to weigh and conſider 
all Circumſtances before they came to a final 
' Determination. 
_ Courtier. Ves, Sir, we know your Party 
is for diving into the Bottom of every 
| — — in order to gratify your darling Ta 
ſion of finding Fault. 
Cyuntry Gent. If it could be made appear 
| that there were no real Grounds, I proteſt 
to you, tho I have not the beſt Opinion in 
the World of the Integrity, or Abilities of 
a certain Gentleman, I would be the firſt 
E pe commend him ; till then you muſt ex- 
cuſe me, if ] cannot applaud his Meaſures 
by the Lump. I know not why we ſhould 
be. greater Bigots in Politics than in Reli- 
gion, and take every * implicitly 18 . 


— 


we We Wl wy 


— 
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| the Mouths of your Leaders. Miniſters are 


as fallible as Priefis, and we run as 


Danger of being damned in a civil Senſe, by | 
too ſtrictly adhering to the one, as we do 1 in 


a religious one, by , our Faith ufo : 
| the es of the other. 


Courtier. Sir, there is not 4s leaſt Sha- 


dow of Reaſon for this Inſinuation. It is 

not to be doubted but the Parliament will 

be made acquainted with every thing in 
due time; but it was not then a fit Seaſon. 


Cbuntry Gent. That's an Anſwer we are 
but too well acquainted with; but if that 
was not a fit Seaſon, another will be 1% 


late, and our Knowledge of antecedent 


Tranfactions, after we have taken our pre- 


ſent Meaſures, fraitleſs and vain. Would 
any reaſonable Man take a Houſe on a Leaſe, 


without previouſly examining if the Foun- 
dation was good ? or purchaſe an Eſtate 


without being well aflured the Title was 


unexceptionable ? or defer till after Mar- 
riage, an Enquiry into the Circumſtances of 
his Wife? — Certainly no—To act in this 
manner, would be like the Country-man in 


the Fable, who ran in the dark over a fine 
Bed of Tulips, and then went with a Candle 


to ſee if any of them were cruſhed, But our 
Converſation on this Head is already ſpun 
to a greater Length than I propoſed ; and 
ſince tis utterly impoſſible to convince a 
Perſon, who is reſolved to continue obſti- 


OY nate, 


ne” 


nate, I ſhall deſiſt urging the Matter * | 
farther ; and ſhould be glad to know your 
Opinion concerning the Petition of the 
Druggiſts, China-men, ang. others _; | 


in Tea ? 
Courtier. Sir, it was an done RAE un- 


ſeaſonable Petition, calculated merely to ſet 
the People in a Flame; and brought in 


only to give an Interruption to the more 

prefling Buſineſs then in hand. 
Country Gent. I am ſorry to hear that 

any Buſineſs can be more preſſing to an 


47 honeſt Parliament than that of redreſſing 


Grievances - : 1 always thought that was the 


very firſt thing to be conſidered : Thoſe of 
our Forefathers, who had the Honour to 


be Members of that Auguſt Body, were 
too ſtubborn. to liſten to any Motion for 
Supplies, till they had firſt ſecured for their 
People that Eaſe which their Neceſſities de- 
manded, and the Nature oo Things would 
admit of. 

Courtier. But, Sir, you do not conſider 
the Conjuncture. | 

Country Gent. Ves, 1 do conſider the 


Conjuncture, and know that there have been 


others of a more dangerous Nature; at leaſt 
than this appears to be, by any thing we 


are allowed to 3 a cquainted with ; "and 


yet they have not a, thought a ſufficient 
Excuſe for delaying to ſatisfy the People: 


And, . lince * the People theſe 


r 


| — to make it evi 
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be us e b 8d. I-think * us "Re 
reaſonable _ ſhould be conſidered | in the 


firſt Place. 
_- Courtier. What do you m an ey tha || 


People, Sir ? The People, in ens, have 
nothing to complain of; they are ſatiſ- 


| fied; — they are happy: The Perſons 
you mention are only an inconſiderable 


men, and, orhers/ tat din Tem; a Conn 
= modity that ſerves only to Indulge. __ | 


of the Nation. 5 
| Country Gent. 1 readily enow gh agree 


wick: you; that fince that Herb yew been 


ſo mach in Vogue we are more effeminized; 
but — that cannot be diſagreeable to 2 

Party whoſe Intereſt it is to have us | 
— But ſince Tea makes fo ede 4 


Part of his Majeſty's Revenue, I cannot 
but think it hard the Dealers in it ſhould - 
labour under the Inconveniencies they com- 


plain of, and which any one, who has any 


juſt Notion of an Exciſe, muſt believe the 4 


really feel: Eſpeci e they have 
that by re off 

that Exciſe, the Duties ariſing from it would 

amount to near an hundred thouſand Pounds 


per Annum more than is now collected. 


Why therefore ſhould an Impoſt be con- 
tinued ſo cruel to the Subject, and ſo 1nju- 


rious to the King, if a certain Gentleman, 
0 had ge to lay wo — had 


not 


Ti 26 ] | 
not a By-end in it, excluſive of either King 
or 3 But I am afraid the Peti- 
tion of theſe honeſt Traders fared the worſe 
for their going about to prove, that an Ex- 
eiſe was ſo far from adding to his Majeſty” 8 
Revenue, that it was a conſiderable Dimi- 
nution of i it; and that fince it had been laid, 
the Number of Smugglers had greatly in- 
creaſed, and the Commodity more liable to 
Adulteration ; 3 becauſe, if this had been 

made out, as it certainly would have been, 
nothing could have produced a clearer and 
more manifeſt Proof, that an Exciſe on any 
other Goods niuſt have drawn on the ſame | 
Evils, and conſequently all the fine Argu- 
ments for which Meſſieurs Oſborne and 
 Walfngham, and their Fellow-Hirelings, | 
have ſo much cudgell'd their poor Brains, 
and have appeared, if poſſible, more alle, 
and more ridiculous than ever.. | 
Courtier. You grow bitter, Sir; -thoſe 

| Gen tlemen know perfectly well what they 
fay ; nor ought the Virtue and Integrity of 
that Right ' Honourable Perſon, againſt 
whom your Spleen is chiefly levelled, to be 


called in queſtion, on the Inſtigation of ſuch 


incon ſiderable nn as theſe late Peti- 


tioners. 1 

Country Gent. Juſt the Mode af ally your 
Party Mou upbraid us with Bitterneſs, and 
at ths ſame time launch into the moſt low 
and ſcurrile Reflections yourſelves. Tho ava | 


TW} - 
eaſy to perceive, that were he that threw 
the firſt Stone to be condemned, on whom 


the Sentence would fall Ins16nwicant 


WrETCHEsS,—-MADMBEN;----IDIoTs, --— | 
Mo, RIOT ERS, — and 'STURDY BEG- 
GARS are the Terms by which of late our 
5 and moſt wealthy Merchants 
| ve been diſtinguiſhed.---But it is not to be 
wondered at that a City, which has made 
ſo glorious, and ever to be remembered, a 
Stand for Liberty, ſhould become hateful 


to the Enemies of Liberty; or that an igno- 


rant pretending Pedagegue, who from whip- 

ping his Boys, had a Rod put into his Hand 
with the Hope of /courging a whole Nation ; 
and a little hackney Clerk, who from drawing 
Briefs had been flattered with the Imagina- 
tion of drawing Articles for the effeQtual 


enflaving a brave and free People, ſhould 


become ' virulent on their Diſappointment; 
and teſtify their Regret in ſuch Phraſes as 
are moſt natural to them.---- But theſe, 
indeed, are Wretches beneath Notice, and 
I ought to be aſhamed, that any Provoca- 
tion ſhould oblige me to make Mention of 

them ;. eſpecially ſince I know ſuch Provo- 
cations are given with no other Deſign than 
to elude any farther Enquiry, and divert the 
Argument; to which however I ſhall nowre- 
turn, and again deſire to be informed, where- 
fore you think the Petition before us was un- 
worthy the Conſideration of Parliament? 
5 . E 2 . 
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.. Caurtier.' bir, I have already told you, 


che preſent t Situation of our Affairs would 
not allow Time, even tho' it had been f 


the moſt reaſonable Nature imaginable : 


Whereas it was wholly the reverſe ; and 
_ contrived, promoted, and preſented, by Per- 
bons who are no Friends to the Admini- 


tration. 


. ant RAP" Asto the firſt of your Ob- : 


jections, without you can make it a 
that the Redreſs of Grievances, as I ſaid be- 


fore, is an ir of little moment, I. cannot 
admit it as a juſtifiable Excuſe: The other 
4 is {till much worſe; for if 'it can be proved, 
chat a certain Number of his Majeſty's 


loyal Subjects labour under any Inconve- 
nience, and that the relieving them would 
at the ſame time be an Advantage to his 


_ Majeſty, the Motion made for conſidering 
| the Petition could not but be good, by whom- Y 
ever it was contrived, promoted, or 


ſented. But zo Friend to the Adminiftration | 
is the Brand of Infamy, with which you 
ſtigmatize ' all who diſapprove of the 


| Meaſures of a certain Miniſter; yet while 
ou pretend the moſt profound Love and 


everence for the Sacred Perſon on the 


Throne, diſloyally and prophanely blend bis 
unerring Conduct with that of his miſtaking 


Servant ; by aſcribing all that is ſaid of the 
latter as invidious Reflections on the 
we and Oy d openly airing, that 


Ov 


can, Principles. 
Courtier. Well, Sir, you tall loudly of 
1 Zeal for his Majeſty; but are your 


| 
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; we cannot impute any Miſcarriage in pu 1b- 


lic Matters, to the one, without Klin f in 


that high Reſpect and Duty, which is un- 
doubtedly owing from us to the other. If 


this be not the utmoſt affront to Trath, 
and the greateſt Indignity to Majeſty, I 


know not what is ſo: — And yet th 1 
the Men who call themſelves the Friends 


and faithful Servants of the King, and ac- 
cuſe thoſe, WhO wou'd willingly loſe their 


whole Stock of Blood in the diſcharge of 


their Duty to him and his illuſtrious Houſe, 
of Diſaffection, oi; Os or * 


ords and Actions of a-piece? Does 


not ſome other Motions made in Parlia- 
ment this laſt Seſſions, by thoſe Gentle- 

men you mention, plainly contradict this 

"hang and Duty you wou'd boaſt of. 


Country Gent. 1 ſuppoſe. ou mean That 


to prevent all Officers in the Army, not 


above the rank of Colonels, from being de- 
prived of their Commiſſions but by the 


. Judgment of a Court-Martial to be: held 


for that 23 or an Addreſs from either 
Houſe of Parliament? 
Courtier. I do, Sir, and certainly it 
wou'd puzzle the moſt ſagacious of you all, 


to prove ſuch a Bill was not an Attempt 5 
to 2 on the n nnn, 5 


and 
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bea had 3+ paſsd, wou'd have left his Ma- 
ʒjeſty no Command over thoſe who receivd 
their Commiſſions from him, nor Power to 


diſcharge ſuch among them as he . 
unworthy of his e 
Country Gent. Not at all, Sir; are not 


all Subaltern Officers under 408 Command 


of their Superiors? and wou'd not thoſe Su- 
periors have remained under command of 
the Sung, and at his Royal Pleaſure to be 
removed? — The Defign of this Bill, 


therefore, was not to invade any Part of 
What is legally his Majeſty's Prerogative, 


but for the better ſecuring the Conſtitution, 
or in other words, the — of Parlia- 
ments, and the Liberty and 5 of the : 
Subject. 


Courtier. As how, pray, Sir? for L con- 


ſeſß myſelf abſolutely in the dark as to this 


Point. 
Country Gent. Tis eaſy to make 9254 


my Aſſertion, Sir, as to both. In the firſt 


place concerning ſecuring the Freedom f 
Parliaments, by which is meant ſecuring 


the free Voices of the Members, we know 


that many of theſe Officers have a ſhare in 


the Legiſlature; and can it, I fay, in an 


Age, which I believe even yourſelf will 


allow too prone to Corruption and Self-in- 
tereſt, be expected that a Gentleman ſhou'd 


have ſo little Conſideration for his Bread, 
| 1 5 3 * ſolely on his Com- 


mien 


_ . 7 | 
ogg as to run the riſque of fin it; 
| iving his Vote contrary. to the In- 
| 5 5 of thoſe Perſons, who may have 
enough Power to procure it to be taken 

from him. Such a Bill therefore, I think, 

muſt be acknowledged to be highly con- 
ducive towards the obtaining a free and un- 
byaGd Parliament. | 
Then as to the ſecond Article, tho! un- . 
der his preſent Majeſty's Reign, I grant 
we have not the leaſt room to apprehend 
any danger from the Power of the Army 
being ſolely lodg'd in the Crown, without | 


any Dependance on the Parliament, yet in 


| ſucceeding Times it may fo happen, that 
ſome Prince may ariſe of more deſpotic 
Principles, leſs tender of the Welfare of his 
Subjects, and who ſhall centre his whole 
wiſhes in rendring himſelf abſolute ; one 


who: ſhall chuſe to rule us with a Rod __— 


Iron, rather than a Sceptre of Love and 
| Meekneſs; and if a Prince of ſuch 2 
Diſpoſition, ſupported by a numerous and 
well diſciplin'd Army, garbled and mo- 
| dell'd to his Deſigns, dependant on him, 
and him alone, ſhould ever fill the Throne, 
(which God forbid) pray what wou'd then 
become of all our boaſted Freedom? — 
Wou'd you not think that Captain, too 


raſhly preſuming, who ſhou'd put out to 


Sea, tho in the calmeſt Weather, without 
; Oct rſt . as much as human 
Wiſdom 
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Wiſfom will admit, againſt the inclemen 


govern'd States, while in the moſt perfect 


of a rougher Gale? — Do not all well 


Peace with all the World, take care to 


put themſelves in ſuch a Condition as not 


to invite a War? — Does not the ſkillful 
Pghyſician warn us in Health to guard againſt 


Dilcaſes? ? — In a word, Do not all the 


| Bleflings of this Life require the utmoſt 
Caution for rendering them permanent, 
and is the Liberty of Great Britain alone 


of ſuch light Weight as to be left to Chance, 
| whether it is retain'd or loſt ? Certainly 
no: Tho' that noble Fire, which fo warm- 


ly actuated our Anceſtors in the glorious 


Cauſe, may ſeem to glow, at preſent, with 
a leſs ſhining ardor, the heat is not ſo 
far exhauſted as to leave: our Boſoms cold 

enough to give it up. I dare believe there 
is not one Engliſb Man, at leaſt not above 


one, who either wiſhes, or wou'd endure 


to ſee, his Country become the Prey of 


Arbitrary Power: When then can we more 


when we have the bleſſing of a Prince who 
owes his Crown to the Liberty of his 


People, and who, in all his Actions, teſti- 


fies he has nothing more at heart than to 
preſerve it to them? N 


properly apply for this ſo much defired 8e- 
curity againſt all future Encroachments, as 


Courtier. Sir, Theſe are ; Suppltiticri | 


which: ought not to be made; ;- and how- 
; ever 
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ever they thay be veil d, rl the 1 50 


pernicious and ſeditious Inuendo's; but tis 


ceaſy to perceive the Point you aim at, and 


— affectionate it is to the King to win 


— 


a a Parliamentary Dy, 1 leave any one to | 


Cheney" Gent. No, Sir. 1 with no Par. 


ne Army: Iam for a Royal Army I 1 


but, at the fame time, an Army, whict 

as it is paid by the Peo le, ſhou'd have 5 
much Dependance on the People, as not 
be able to do any thing in Prejudice of 
them 
'Morazch ſhou'd endeavour to turn the Cur- 
rent of it's Force that way. ep _— 
Cyurtier. It mult be confeſt, yo are 
wonderful quick-fighted to diſcern Acci- 
dents, between which; and us, there muſt 


de a vaſt ſpace of Time, probably Eterni- 


ty; thank Heaven, Great Britain is bless d 
Mh a numerous and Royal Offspring, and 
we cannot, without the moſt manifeſt In- 
— imagine any ſuch thing will ever 


ppen under the Reign of his preſent moſt 


excellent Majeſty, or that of any branch of 
his illuſtrious Houſe. But were we to ſup- 
poſe, as you wou'd have us, and put Fancy 
to the Rack to dreſs up Dangers, in the 
| molt glaring and Bor Seu from the 


„in caſe, as 1 faid betbre, ſome future 


Ambition of fome Prince to come, wou'd 


it not be paſſing a very cruel judgment on 


"nw Gemitlewien of the Army, who are Bri- 


% * 


+ | tons . 


od eue 


Bf 


tons themſelves, to ſuſpect they 3 ait 


in any Aim, tending to ſubvert the Liber- 


ties of their Native Coun 


Country Gent, Sir, 1 have 3 as ; good * 
Opinion of the. Officers of the Army as 
you can have, tho' I am far from allowing 


they are all Britons; becauſe, every body ; 


knows, there are a great many among them 
that receiv'd their Birth and Education. in 
Countries, where even the Name of Li- 
berty ſeems forgotten, and can ſcarce be- 
lieve the Ceremony of Naturalization is ſo 


much the Lake of Oblivion, as to make 


them entirely forget that implicite Obedi- 
ence to the. Crown, which they imbib'd 


with their firſt Nouriſhment : But were 
| ſuch as theſe to be totally diſcharg d, and 


all Commiſſions fill d up with Names, only 
of our own growth, tis hard to aſſure our- 
ſelves that where Bread is depending, Sub- 
fitence would not get the better of Patrio- 
iſm. At leaſt, methinks, it wou'd not 
have been amiſs to have provided againſt 
.even a poſſibility of Danger this way ; and 
if we muſt keep up a Number of Forces, 
to keep them, in ſuch a manner, as might 
defend us from all Apprehenſions that we 


were not paying them for making: a Yoak 
5 our own Necks, 


Courtier. But, Sir, you do not l 
"that this Bill was of ſuch a Nature, as wou'd 
have chang'd the he by intro- 
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| PR, a fourth” Power into the Leg zillature, 
a Military one, the ill Effects of Which we 
have had Experience: When Offences in 


the Army are liable only to the InſpeAtion' 


and Puniſhment of the Army, tis to be 


fear d they wou'd pay little regard to the 
Civil Law; and Abuſes might then happen, 
that wou'd ill become a 0 ree People o 


| Country Gen. This is an m Argument as 


together evaſive: Are not moſt Offences 5 


now adjudg'd in the ſame manner ? Beſides, 
as I take it, Sir, this Bill had no Relation | 


to the Tryal of Offences, either by the 
Civil or Military Law; but only a Re- 


ſtriction, that no Officer, beneath the Rank 


of a Colonel, ſhou'd be removed but by the 
Judgment of a Court-Martial, or an Addreſs 


from — in order that they might 
not be too much under the Influence of the 


Crown againſt the Freedom of Parliaments, 


hy, 


or the Liberty of the Subject in general; 
and alſo to prevent any brave worthy Gen- 
tleman, in the Army, at leaſt, from being 
injured by the fly d of Court In- 
formers, a number of whom are continu- 
ally on the watch for an Opportunity to 


traduce true Merit, and are not on ly 


prompted by their own natural An tipathy, 
to thoſe good Qualities in others, which 
they cannot arrive at themſelves; but fre- 
, Lance receive the tf 8 of Wickedneſs, 
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ben ome qver-grown Miniſter ſhall think 
it inconfiſtent with. his Intereſt, and per- 


haps. his Safety, that any Perſons of di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Abilities ſhou'd remain in Power. 


Coaurtier. Again, on the Miniſter I —. 


This is the Malice of all your Party — on 


whatever the. Argument turns, ſome way or 
other 2 Miniſter muſt be brou ht in. 9 
Country Gent. Sir, J heartily with there 


were no room to do 10. : But, as I find you 


as good as give up this Point, give me leave. 
to put a few more Queries to you on ſome 
others, which the Majority of our late 
Courtly Repreſentatives were equally in- 
cenſed at. Ft think the next, as to he of 


Time, was that of humbly. intreating to 


be inform'd, f how far Mr Attorney Gene- 
ral had proceeded in proſecuting the Mana- 


* 
. 


| gets of the Charitable Corporation ; as pur- 


uant to an Addreſs, preſented to his Ma- 


jeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer, they had been 


made to hope; and therefore had a kind of 
Right to expect, fince Promiſes, from the 
Throne are always Sacred. Now, I wou'd 
fain ſee by what Political Colours you can 
yarniſh over the Injuſtice of rejecting ſo 


_ _ \ xeaſonablea Demand. 


- Courtier, | Sir, It requires no Varniſh : 


The Nature of this Motion ſpeaks itſelf 


plainly ; and ſhews it was made with no 
other Intent than to create Diviſions,” 
7 x | Country 


oth 3 + AY 
Cong Gt Will you then matntais; 
that the fraudulent — — of foe of that 
Company were not a Grievance to the Sub- 
ject, and that we had not a Right to ex- 
pect the Perſons who. were- guilty, ſhould 
be brought to a nden and ee Pu- 5 
niſhment ? 
11: Courtier. Sir, it is my Opi nion, ee | 
| have nothing to do whether they are ever 
_ puniſhed or not, ſince the Parliament — 
ee Proviſion e the Baer 1 
| . 
rs Gent. It would be ealy to 1 | 
a long Deſcant on the Inſufficiency of that 
Proviſion to make good their Loffes, but I 
ſhall wave that for the preſent, and anſwer 
you by a Queſtion, Who are the Perſons 


who make this Reparation to them? 


Courtier. Certainly thoſe an venture 
their Money in the Lottery. - 
Country Gent, Then have not duch Con- 
5 wibuters Reaſon to deſire a public Puniſh 
ment may be inflicted on theſe Delinquents. ' 
. -» Courtier. Not at all, Sir, ſince they are 
fo only thro the Hopes of increaſing their 


_ own Store. 


Country Gent. That! am willing to grant; 
but can you as readily give a Reaſon, where- 
fore a Majority of the Houſe of Commons 
ſhould oppoſe the Motion made for an hum- 
ble Addreſs to his Majeſty, that an Account 
of the Proſecution ſhould be laid them? 
em? 
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them! Was it out of any 8 for 
thoſe Offenders, or that for another Per- 


ſon, who, tis ſhrewdly ſuſpected, had a 
fellow feeling with them in this Affair, and 
had aſſured them, that in all Events he 


would find Means to ſcreen them from 
| public Juſtice. 


Courtier, O, 7 Sir, all theſe Things will 
one Day be taken Care of: but there were 
many and great Things of a different Na- 


ture to employ this Seſſion, and left no Time 


for what at more Leilure will doubtleſs. be h 


conſidered. 


Country Gent. Well, Sir, "oY ſhifting off is 
ſomething more modeſt, than aſſerting there 
was no Reaſon ſor the Motion being made. 
And ſince you will not allow my Argument, 


that no Time ought to be loſt for the Re- 
dreſs of Grievances, I ſhall omit ſaying any 


thing more on this Head, and proceed to 


the next; which is the Bill to amend and 


render more effectual an Act made in the 
ninth Vear of the Reign of her late Majeſty 
Queen Anne, entituled, An AF for ſecurin 


the Freedom of Parliaments, by further quali- 
Hing the Membern 70 fit i in the Houſe of Com- 


mons. 

Now, Sir, oe: Experience has romvincnd 
us that this Act ſtood in need of an Amend 
ment, was it conſiſtent with a true public 
Spirit, and a diſintereſted Love of Country 


un 245 ſuch an e l confeſs 


8 
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75 nothing can ſeem more ſtrange to me than 


that any Gentleman, really and verily quali- 


fied to fill a Seat in that Aug Pays 


thould give his Vote on the contrary 


in that great and important Council of Fa | 
Nation; methinks none ſhould enrol them- 


ſelves, or ſuffer others to be enrolled, - who 


were not in all re dr ſtrictly qualified for 


weighty a Truſt. Too . 
few, or too great a Number of Years, are, 


the Diſcharge of 


in my Opinion, Objections might lawfully 


be made: For, as to the firſt, tho the Par- 
| Lament is called the School of Politics, we 
ought to'remember that it is a School where 


theſe Leſſons are not to be learned but 


tiſed: And as tothe other, the Inferaltion; 
both of Mind and Body, to which an ex 
treme old Age is incident, need no Expla- 
nation, fo I ſhall only ay, that no Perſon 


who has the Misfortune to be incapable of 


paying his conſtant Attendance at the Houſe, 


or of giving a due Attention to the Buſineſs 


of it when he is there, can be truly quali- 


fied to repreſent a City, Country, ' Borough, 
or Corporation----much leſs ought any one 
to pretend to it who has not a ſufficient 


Stake in the Place for which he would be 


elected, to give his Electors room to hope, 


at leaſt, he will be careful of it's Intereſts. 


But infinitely worſe does it become him 
to affect the Title of one of the Fathers of 
his Country, who is publickly known ay 


» 
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> ] | 
or, any. Influence but that of his own 


Conſcience. We ought, if poſſible, to keep 


all ſuch out of the Houſe. of Commons as 
hold any Office of conſiderable Value during 


Pleaſure, and all who have near Relations 


depending on the Court, becauſe all uch are 


liable to be 9ver-awed or perſuaded. For tho 


a Man may wiſh well to his Country, and 
in the betraying thereof, knows that at the 


long run he miſchiefs and enſlaves his Poſ- 
terity, if not himſelf ; yet the Narrowneſs 
of Mens Minds is ſuch, as makes them more 


tenderly apprehend a ſmall preſent Damage 


than a far greater hereafter, Such Men muſt 
of neceſſity be under a great Temptation 


and Diſtraction, when their Conſciencies and 
Intereſts look different Ways, For, to ſay 
Truth, an Office is but a ſofter Word for 


a Penſon; and tho to be the King's Servant 


is no Bar from being a Parliament-Man, of 
from ſerving his Country honeſtly in that 


Station, and no doubt ſeveral of them have, 


at ſeveral times, well diſcharged the ſame, 


yet frequently ſuch Perſons (unworthily) 


gueſſing at their Prince by themſelves, are 


apt to vote right or wrong, as they imagine 
will moſt pleaſe the Prerogative Party; and 
tis a hard matter to oblige that great, and 


perhaps, corrupt ain, who ſupports him, 


and do Juſtice to thoſe who elected him. 


Therefore, ſince ſuch Men know before 


hand the Inconveniencies that attend the 
— | T ruſt 


1 74 41 
Truſt of a Member of Parliament. rh 
diſcharged, tis very ſuſpicious when they 
uſe any Efforts: to be choſen; and 1 Funk 
the Freeholders are bound in Charity, n 
can do them a greater Courteſy than to 0 
ſwer their Petition in the Lord's Prayer, 
not to lead them into Ti emptation. 
There are many more Objections which 
tis to be hoped will have ſome Weight at 
the enſuing Election; but had this Bill paſt 
into a Law, it "might probably have ſaved 
ſome Gentlemen, who are unduly qua li- 
fied, the Trouble and Expence which neceſ- 
farily attends ſetting up for a Candidate. 
Courtier. It is the Buſineſs of the Electots 
to look into the Merits of the Perſon who 
offers his Service as their Repreſentative; j if 
any one unduly qualified ſucceeds in his At- 
tempt, it is their own. Fault; therefore 1 
ſee not the leaſt Occaſion for any Amend- 
ment in the Act you mention, which i in 
itſelf is full, and ſtrong enough already. 
© Country Gent. No, Sir, the Speeches made 
bn the other Side of the ;Qpeition very plain- 
ly demonſtrate” that it is far from being fo; 
and were there but the minuteſt Particular 
to be added by human Wiſdom, for the ren- 
_ dering it more effectual, even that ought. not 
to have been neglected in ſuch Times as theſe, 
and in a Matter which is of ſuch infinite 
Importance to us. 


1 Me. Excuſe of this Motion being, 
16d ee | 8 made 
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made in an improper Seaſon, will not keep : 
ſervethe Turn, becauſe, it bein the laſt Seſ- | 
fion of the old Parliament, no Time ſo proper 
as that to guard againſt all Miſcarriages n 
the Choice of a new one. 
Courtier. Sir, I cannot allow thoſe 
Speeches you mention to contain any Argu- 
ments forcible enough to oblige the Parlia- 
ment to waſte any Time in making Alte- 
rations in an Act, which I ſtill maintain, 
ſtands in no need of yny.” 
Country Gent. To make a Recapitulation 
of thoſe Arguments would be too tedious 
in this Place; and as I doubt not but they 
will be ſet forth at large for the Satisfaction 
of the good People of England, and as a 
kind of Guide or Light-houſe to the Free- 
holders in their elective Capacity, I ſhall 
trouble you no farther on this Subject; but 
cannot part from you till T hear what De- 
fence you will make for the rejecting ano- 
ther Motion, which indeed was the Conſe- 
quence of a former one that had received 
e ſame Fate. After ſaying this, I believe 
It needleſs to inform you, 1 mean that, for 
| Securing. the Freedom of Parliaments by 
limiting the Number of Officers for fitting 
in the Houſe of Commons. 
Courtier. Sir, Jon may well call it the 
Conſequence of a former one, fince tis ob- 


vious the ſame Spirit of Diſaffection which 
begat thec one was the Parent alſo of the Wbt 
Ca 


V 
WN be more cruel and unjuſt than to 


” deprive . ſuch Officers, as are worthy of the 


Truſt, from the Honour of ſerving thee 
King and 2. in a double Capacity. 
Csduntry Gent. I am far from —— g 8 
any worthy Gentleman exerting his Abili- 

ties in all Places which may have need of 

him: But ſtill, methinks, there ought to 
be ſome Limitation as to the Number, to 
ſecure the Independence of Parliaments + 
 *Fis. true, there had been leſs occaſion for 
| ſucha Bill had the former paſsd into a Law, 
of not leaving them ſo wholly under the 
Influence of the Crown, as to put it in the 

Power of any future wicked and ill-defign- 

ing Miniſter to make their Votes in his 

Fa avour be the Teſt of their Merit, and the 

Means of x ſerving, their Commiſſions: 
But fince was thrown out, and one 

| peat Reaſon given for it, was, that it would 

eſtabliſhing a Military Power in the Le- 
giſlature, it very ill became the Perſons who 


reaſon'd in that manner, to diſapprove 4 - 


Limitation of the Nas of them for ſit- 
ting in the Houſe of Commons, eſpecially 
be a Time when we know not how greatly 
they may increaſe. —In- what manner can 
we account for Arguments ſo entirely oppo- 
ſite to each other, coming from the ar 
Mouths, and almoſt in the ſame Breath ? 
Can thoſe Getlemen take ill, to be call'd 
| inconkitent with themſelves? or can they 
SES 7s; _ 


(4) 


hope that were the People even more ſtupid 


than they have been repreſented by the Ad- 


vocates of a certain Perſon, would not ſee 


thro' fuch ſhallow Artifices, tho' ſupported 
by the moſt unparallell d Aſiurance 5 
Courtier. Well, Sir, it is not to be 


doubted but your Party will ſay as much as 


poſſible on all theſe Heads; but as they 
have been already moved in Parliament, and 


rejected by a conſiderable Majority, 1 think 
it is the Duty of every Engliſbman to fit 


2 


down fatisfied, nor preſume to conteſt the 


Wiſdom of their Negative. 


CountryGent. You, Sir, may be as complaiſ- 
ant as you pleaſe, but for mi y part I cannot 
think we deſerve the Nam of Free Bri- 
tons, if we are not allowed to examine not 
only into the Merits of every Motion made 
in Parliament, but alſo into the Motives 


which cauſed them to be rejected: And 


in enumerating theſe Bills and ſome others, 


which I could name, but ſhall reſerve what 


I have to fay on them till another Oppo 


tunity, it is very remarkable, that w 55 


ever as been moved by one Party has been 


conſtantly rejected, and every thing pre- 


ſented by the other paſs'd into a Law, as 
tho' it was not in the Power of the one to have 
even one juſt or honeſt Thought, and the other 


were akways righteous and infallible —What, 
in this laſt Seffion, has been refuſed" to the 


bun Nornine Wildt has been ob- 
tained bor the Freedom of Parliaments or the 


Ly 
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Serulty of the People in general? Nos 
THING.——As though they met only to 
make Concgſſons, and 1 th buſineſs of Re- 
dreſs was of no Moment, and the leaſt 
of their Concern. Certainly, among the 
- number of Things moved, and gpm 
for, by thoſe who are called the Count 
Party, ſome muſt have been ſe and g 

it wou'd be too groſs an Abſurdity to oo . 
poſe they were all weak and wicked. I dare 
anſwer, whoever throughly conſiders the 


State of our Affairs at home and abroad, and 


at the ſame Time remembers we are a Free 
People, not govern'd by the arbitrary Will 
of one Perſon, will readily agree, that many 
Motions were made, both wiſe and good; 
aoell timed, and well calculated for the pub- 
lic Safety, however they might happen to 
be againſt the Aims and Intereſt of parti- 
cular Perſons. But they have met the uſual 
fate of Things, which happened not to reliſh 


5 with the Generaliſimo of the Robertſinen; 


nor is is it to be wonder'd at, if we reflect 
that in theſe latter Times, it is foretold, a 
Beaſt ſhall ariſe, having many Horns; and 


much Power ſhall be given unto him, to per- 


ſecute the Lamb and his flock. — In fine, 
ſhou'd any Stranger demand of us what 
we thou hs of the Proceedings of the laſt 
Seſſion If the laſt Parliament, we cou'd 
only fay, That illuſtrious Aſſembly met, — 
Set for ſome Months, — Debated, — and 
determin d on W Eſſential Points, — _ 

| | | the 
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the Conſequence of their Determinations 


none will dare preſage. 


Conrtier, Oh, Sir! "Ry to 725 at 
what you mean ;- his Majeſty's mo 


dus Meſſage, and the Parliaments Addre 25 


upon it, has manifeſted ſuch an entire Con- 


| kidence, both on one fide and the other, a 


is no way pleaſing to your Party, 
Country Gent. You talk, Sir, as if that 


were the only extraor dinary. Proof of the 


liance of our late Repreſentatives, 


and artfully paſs over others which may not 
ſeem leſs fo, to ſome People in the World: 


Twou'd be too tedious to deſcend to Par- 
ticulars; but, what think you of the Red 
and White Herring Bill, by which, not- 


- withſtanding the late Duty on Salt, an 


annual Sublidy is inevitably granted for 


eight Years to come; nor ought their re- 


jecting the Bill for repealing the Septennial 
Act, ever to be forgotten by either Miniſter, 


or People; twas well intended for the good 


of one. of them, at leaſt, and if their In- 


tereſts ſhould happen to be directly oppoſite, 
who can help it. As to Addreſſing on his 


Majeſty's moſt gracious Meflage, I muſt 


acknowledge, tho' there were extreamly 


ſtrong Reaſons urg'd in the Debate againſt | 
it, that it ſhows a Love and Zeal er his 


- Majeſty, which muſt certainly oblige fo 


enerous and grateful a Prince — make the 
; uſe of it. Nor ſhou d I make the leaſt 


\ 


'Þ 47 1 
Cavil at it, if 1 were ſure it never wou'd be 
quoted as a Precedent for ſome future Mo- 
narch to obtain the ſame, not actuated 


the ſame Principles; nor the ſame Paternal | 
Care for the Intereſt of his Subjects; or 


ſure that on ſuch a Monarch's not being able 
to obtain a Grant his Predeceſſor enſoy d, 


as perhaps we may have Parliaments leſs 


' complaiſant, than this has been, a miſun- 


derſtanding might not ariſe between Prince 


and People fatal to the Peace of the Na- 
we = 


cCeſſions have been made, we ought to 


think there were very juſt Reaſons for 


them, at leaſt till we ſee any thing to the 
contr 


Oey Gent. 1 am dumb, Sir, what- 


ever are my interior Thoughts. 


From what has been faid, our Thoughts 
will naturally turn on the Merits of the 


preceeding Arguments, and thence be led 
into ſome Reflections on that Aſſembly, 


that grand Barrier of Britiſß 3 the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, * 8 


determin'd the Point. But as that is a Sub- 


ject which wou d carry us beyond our 5 
ſent purpoſe, if conſider d in it's full 


tent, we ſhall only make a few curry 5 


N on che fol W * 


. 


Cour tier. Well Sir, finceall theſe Con- 
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Lees 3 
ke The vine of our Kerreka. 
tives. . 
Saudh. The Wiſdom of x a NI. ajority. 


©Thirdy, The ill Con * of lofing 
| HEAT in the Eſteem of the People. 


| Lofth, The F aality of Empires, with 

2 85 Symptoms, and ſome Seaſonable. 
Laconic Hints to the Ellie rs of Great 

Britain. 


. firſt --- The Houſe. of Conmbons, 


4 all the three Parts of the Legiſlature, is 


generally the deareſt to the People, for this 


Reaſon, becauſe it is choſen by the People, 
and upon a Suppoſition ale it will moſt 
likely adhere to their Intereſts. It is the 


Offspring of every County, City, and 


Borough, to act for them, conſult for them 
on all ſuch. Meaſures as ſhall be thou ht 
moſt conducive to the general Good. W en 


this great and glorious End is duly anſwer'd ; 
When the Repreſentative never loſes ſight of | 
the Repreſented; When no meer, ſelfiſh 


View has the Power to work upon his In- 


tegrity; when he is not ſupine, or luke-, 
warm, never abſent without the moſt juſti- 


fiable Cauſe, but honeftly and zealoufly at- 


tends the Service © the Houſe, gs | 
T : + und 


V 


t- 


1d 


and then alone is he jolly; ſtiled a Pate b. 
a Father 9 _ Country. A Senate com- 


CE of 025 ee dt ae 


"Tu. 


poſed: of ſuch truly "ublic Spirits, acting, 
as 4” have 53 . by Univerſal Con- 
cert, upon Public Principles; and for public 
Ends ; Nuns fer by any over-grown Lea- 


der; | who," inſtead of undertaking for Ma- 
Jori ties, 1b ready to comply "with general, 
5 3 Reſults, tho not ſo advantageous to him 
ell, is the moſt confurnmate Good a Coun 


try can wiſh for. 9 1 Oy 1 | 
But when, alas! are we to FRETS for this 


Phenix Aſſembly? When ſhall the Influs 
ence of one ceaſe to direct the many ? When 
ſhall each Member deſpiſe to inliſt himſelf 


in a Party, and maintain it's Opinions, 


right or wrong, with the Zeal of a Seftari- 


an? When ſhall he have Opinions and 


Thou ghts of his own ? When ſhall he 4c 
and folk of himſelf, and not deliver what is 
conve 6 50 to him by his great Leader, as 
Win 


ject, with noble Korn, the Nouriſhment 


thro' an Org 1 When ſhall he re- 
which has been chew'd and digeſted before 


it comes into his Mouth? — 1 confeſs, 


theſe are too difficult Queſtions for me to 


reſolve, and this Regulation, to ſome, may | 


even ſeem impracticable. Tis certain, in- 


| deed, it may be objected, ſuppoſing ſuch 


an Aﬀembly. neceffarily mixt, in Point of 
Senſe and 9 Nee debating, 
ed TY f reſolving, _ 


"v1 


reſolving, - voting according to the. meer : 


natural Motions of their own Tittle or 
much Underſtanding, that abundance of 


crude and pernicious Overtures wou'd ariſe; 


True; but then they wou'd * float a 
Ea. and vaniſn; becauſe this 


= be ſaid in behalf of dene Kind, 
that common Senſe, and plain Fac while 
Opinions, 
will eyer have ſome general Influence upon 
their Minds: Tis — Corruption that 
petyerts Mens nee and miſ- 


Men are diſengag d "ita acquir 


guides their Wills. 


To deſeribe bow this an — 


in an Aſſembly, whether by a fort of In- 


ſtinct, or ſecret Compoſition of Nature, or 
Attraction of the Star, which preſided at 
the Birth of the Leader, or thoſe he wears 
on his Cloaths,' rather than by the innate 
Poſſeſſion of any great Abilities, : wou d be 
2 Task too ditzeult at preſent, 0; Po: 


hope Not. > erg ate, % 2 | 1 


Seren 1 1 4 F | 771 8 LL 


dl | Pericule elan opus e. 
page, that * Shin the e is once 
fixed, with great Power of obliging, there 
Will never fall to be Followers, and the 


ſtragglers looking fo ridiculous and nnen | 


ficant, will 3 NE 0 
into ine F 3 
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"This, therefore, may be afſeited' Con- 


cerning Leaders, that While they continue 


to have Influence in public Aſſemblies, the 
Matters debated, will of Courſe be ſabje& 


to Miſtakes and Miſearriapes ; for, I think, 


the Maxim of Vox Populi, Von Da, is to 


be underſtood of the univerfat Bent and 


Current of a People, not of the bare Ma 


jority of a few Repreſentatives, which is 


too often proeured by little Arts, great In- 
duftry, and proper Application. Therefore 
when we meet a few words yo together, 

efoluttorr, of 


which are called the Vote, or 
an Aſſembly, and which: cannot 


be reconcil'd to Prudence, of Public N 5 
it is moſt charitable to conjecture, that fucchh 


a Vote has been conceiv d, and born and 


z bein a private Brain ; afterwards raifd 


and ſupported by an oh ſequins Patty, and 
then, with uſual Nie ebm by an 


artificial Majority. Such a Subſerviency, 


ſuch an Impliciteneſs to the Notions of 


one, or more, cannot certainly be call'd, 
with any  Propriety, the Unitid W 1/dom: 0 
the Nath.” To run thus blindly, into 


- the Meaſures of a. es and fay fay, 1 45 
cb 


out farther Examining, 

a one, in my Opinion.” is el the Vi 
of an Individual. Is it not then far be- 
neath the Dignity of human Nature, wy 
| un Reaſon, to act upon ſuch fer vilt 


_ H 2 Conditions? 
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5 Conditions ? ? And can an Afeembly , 
| where Members of this Complexion pre- 
fide, .. long maintain it's Veneration ? A 
' virtuous Parliament, like a virtuous Wo- 
man, ought to be free even from Suſpi- 


cCion of Diſhoneſty. If ever a People 


ſhould begin to entertain | ſuch mean 
Ideas of their Repreſentatives, it would in- 


fallibly beget Diiſreſpect firſt, and then 5 


Contempt; the pernicious Conſequences of 


which are too numerous to be touch'd 
on here: I ſhall only fay, if I may com- 
pare Temporal with Spiritual Things, let 
us. caſt our Eyes upon the R—t Rev—d 


the B 5 — and we ſhall ſoon diſcover a 


wide Difference between our preſent Awe 
and Reverence for the L—n, and that 
paid to it formerly; which, apply d to the 


| OT Caſe, ' wall exhibit to us ſome 


int Reſemblance of a Houſe of Com- 
mons labouring under the general Diſ- 
eſteem of the Numbers they repreſent. 

ie © 0 conclude : As to the Fate of Em- 
pires „all Forms of Government having 


n " inſtituted | by Men, are mortal like 


; "their Authors, and have. their Periods of 


Duration limited, as well as thoſe of pri- 
vate Perſons. This, is a Truth of com- 
mon Obſervation; but there are few, who 
take the Pains to examine how thoſe 


15 n in a Senſe are 10008; that bring 


EE | 75 00S 
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- [833] 
on its Diſſolution, which” would be a very 
_ uſeful Enquiry; for tho we cannot pro- 
long the Date of a Common-wealth be- 
yond the Decree of Heaven, any more 
than human Life beyond the Strength of 
the Seminal Virtue, yet we may manage 
a fickly Conſtitution, and preſerve a ſtrong 
one; we may watch, and prevent Acci- 
dents; ward off a great Blow from witb- 
aut, and purge away an ill Humour that 
is lurking uithin; and by theſe and o- 
ther Methods render a State Jong-hv'd, if 
not im... ST SY 
A State has the Appearance of Fata- 
lity, and we may juſtly apprehend it's Pe- 
riod is approaching, when a Concurrence 
of many Circumſtances both within and 
without unite towards it's Ruin: When 
the whole Body of the People are either 
ſtupidly negligent, or elſe giving in with 
all their Might to thoſe very Practices, 
that are working their Deſtruction. To 
ſee whole Bodies of Men breaking a Con- 
ſtitution by the very ſame evil Qualities 
by which ſo many have been broke be- 
fore: In ſhort, to be encompaſſed with 
the greateſt Dangers from without; to be 
| ſwallowed up by Corruption within; then to 
be ſecure and ſenſeleſs under all this, mak- | 
ing it the very leaſt of our ' Concern ; 
_ theſe, and ſome others that might be 
n „„ named, 


named, appear to me to 1 the moſt likely 
Symptoms i i Statt of 8 ickneſe unto D 


1 Quod e ab Nobis Neat fern Gu | 
ernans, S513 
Es ratio e quam res 5 perfuadeat a 
Songs | LUCRET: 


« —_—_— —_ 1 


But as a « Diſteolution of all eile Fw 
poſes the Renovation more perfect, we flat- 
ter ourſelves, that the Conduct of the laſt 
Parliament, eſpecially in the laſt Seſſions, 
will have ſo much Weight _— - x" 
Engh/hman as to engage them, one and 
to he aſide all Views but that of, electing 
ſuch a new one as will entirely free us 
from all the Apprehenſions above- men- 
tioned. What has been granted to ane 

Party, and what has been refuſed to the 
other muſt be impartially conſidered; a- 
mong which the Attempt to introduce 
effectual Slavery by way of Exciss, 
ought never to be forgot, nor the Names 
of thoſe who voted for it. A Traveller, 
that has been conducted for any conſide- 
rable Time by a Guide, when arrived at 
his Journey's End, looks back on the paſt | 
N and dangerous, intricate and round- 
about, Paths he has been led thro' ; exa- 
mines whether it proceeded from Vl. 
Fulneſs or Ignorance ; Selfifbneſs or the Mo- 
. N ; | | tives 
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TY) 
tive of n the Duns of aut 
mae ome Creditors on the Road; and 
regardleſs of the Cauſe, makes Choice of 
a * honeft and expert Guide in his next 
Journey. In like manner, the Tnhabitants' 
on our Sea-Coaſts, when the Badneſs of 
2 Light-houſe has been the diſmal Occa- 
fion of many Wrecks for ſeveral Seaſons; 
take Care, when they ere& another, ta 
have it compoſed of Brighter Materials." 
And ſhall a People, ever famous for their 
innate Notions 1 Liberty, and warring 
with Oppręſion in every Shape, diſtinguiſh 
leſs no than heretofore, an blindly 'mif- 
take the Peufoner for the Patriot? Shall 
they ſuffer themſelves to be deluded by 
Fe while Fa#s ſpeak à flat Con- 
tradiction to them ? Shall they ſhew leſs 
Veneration for Promoters of good Schemes, 
and ſteddy Oppoſers of Bad, than they have 
nobly teſtified  Abhorrence for the Gee of 
706d, and Promoters of Bad! No, It is not 
to be doubted but that both will be diſtin-' 
guiſhed in this important Criſis, when, if 
it ſhould be our fad Fate tobe repreſented by 
_ Perſons of the ſame Principles, they ma _ Es — 
haps find means to tuate them 
and put it out of our Power, ever ed | 
to have a Parliament that will think the 
Good of the People worth their Conſide- 
| ration. It therefore behoves us, now his 
| |  Majeity 


6] 
jeſty has iſſued out his Writs for a Par- 
liament, to chuſe, as much as in us lies, a 
Good Houſe of Commons; it behoves us 
1 fay to do fo, as we tender our Religion, 
our lag our Fins and, our Poſte- 
11 u Choice depends our own, 
oy . ” TH 4 tis here, as in 
War or Marriage, there is no room for 5 

cond Errors, one Af, nay one fatal deciſive 
Vote, may ruin a whole Nation beyond Re- 

trieve. 

Ho came 3 0 once had Laws, . 
: Privilegies, Parliaments, Liberties, Charters, 
as well as we, to groan under arbitra 
Power? How came the Nobility and 
Gentry to be Slaves to the Court, depend. 
upon the War, and ſeek all their Gran- 
851 in aſſiſting the King's . Tyranny? 
Why all this = brought upon, them by. 
taking too little Care of their Privileges 

and Charters. when they had them, | by, 
being too ſecure and Hh jo ern by ſuffer= 
ing the Enchroachments of their Mo- 
narchs, and permitting the Tools of Ty- 
ranny gradually to undermine and ſup- 
plant their Liberties; in ſhort, by chuſing 
corrupt and wicked Members, and tame- 
kf 5 thoſe Members to give 5 


Learn once, 0 Britons ! 75 to ne elect 
Vive Liberties, 8 up your Rights, and. 
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1 


chuſe Repreſentatives that will de che 


ſame, and France may ſay to you, as the 


dead Man's Motto ſays to the living 


A. you are, ſowas I; 


I am, fowill you le. 
„ know very well, there are People fan- 
guine enough to ridicule ſuch Apprehenſions 
as theſe; they will have it ready in their 


Mouths, that the People of England are not . - 
of a Genius and Temper ever to admit Slavery 


among them; and bring many Common- 


place Arguments in fapport of this Te- 


net; Nay, I think it is pretty plain, that 


thoſe who are the greateſt Enemies to 


Liberty, moſt preach up to us the great 
Extent of it we enjoy, and the perfect 
Security we have on that ſcore ; but theſe 
are a Set of Men whoſe real Principles 
(thank Heaven) are known: As for the 


| ether, who truly believe as they ſpeak, in 


my Opinion, they reaſon on very thort 


Views, and a moderate Compaſs of 
Thought; for I think it is a great Er- 


ror to count upon the Genius of a Na- 
tion, as a ſtanding Argument in all Ages; 


| fince there is hardly a Spot of Ground in 


Europe, where the Inhabitahts have not 
frequently, and entirely changed their 


Temper and Genius. Neither can I ſee any _ 
. „„ Reaſon 
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[58], 


Reaſon why the Genius of a Nation ſhould 


be more fixed in point of Government, 


than in their Morals, Religion, Language, | 
Diet, and Complexion, which do all notori- 


ouſly vary almoſt in every Age, and may 
every one of them have great Influence up- 

on Men's Notions of Government. 1 
Let us not therefore be too ſecure, and 

think our Diſſolution impoſſible. There 
has been, and may be again, in ſome re- 
mote Time, a Reign of a Tiberius, and 1 
hope the Proceedings of the laſt Parlia- 


ment will convince us, how great and 


dangerous an Influence tis poſſible for One 


to have upon the Many. The Maxim, in- 


| deed, is certain, that we cannot be undone 
but by ourſelves. This, therefore, is the 


Criſis of our Fate: on the enſuing Election 
depends our All, the Preſervation, or Ruin 
of our Conſtitution and Liberties ; Oh may 
every Freeholder keep it ever in his Mind, 
that great Things have been gained even 


by one /ngle Vote, that what he now re- 


ſolves muſt ſtand for ſeven Years irrevo- 
cable ; perhaps for many more : May no 
Conſideration prevail on him to loſe Re- - 
membrance 5 q that moſt pernicious Bill 


to Liberty, that the bittereſt Enemy to it 


ever invented, or Ambition, and Wan- 
tonneſs of Power attempted to bring to 


, paſs; the Excisz. In fine, may he 


make 
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make a ſerious and impartial Animadver- 
ſion on the whole Conduct of the 1 
Parliament, and he will want no farther _ 1 
Directions to guide him in the Choice of 1 
a new One. 1 — 
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